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1 INTRODUCTION
This document provides full information regarding the single call combining the first the “BDVA i-Spaces call
for labels 2021” and the “Open call for DIHs” of EUHubs4Data project.

1.1 BDVA / DAIRO I-SPACES CALL FOR LABELS
Former Big Data Value Association (https://www.bdva.eu/), now known as DAIRO, is an industry-driven
international not–for-profit organisation with more than 200 members all over Europe and a well-balanced
composition of large, small, and medium-sized industries as well as research and user organizations. BDVA
was the private counterpart to the EU Commission to implement the Big Data Value PPP program. As part of
its Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA), BDVA has identified Data Innovation Spaces as a key
pillar in this implementation. Data Innovation Spaces (i-Spaces) are cross-sectorial innovation hubs that bring
together data sources, AI related technologies, competences and all the technical and non-technical aspects
needed to allow SMEs and start-ups to get their data driven and AI related services, products and applications
quickly tested, piloted and exploited.
To recognize relevant data driven initiatives in Europe aligned with this concept, BDVA / DAIRO launches
every year an “Open labelling BDVA i-Spaces process” (https://www.bdva.eu/node/1173), to guarantee that
the innovation environments provided by those initiatives meet the necessary requirements to boost data
driven and AI based innovation at local level, but also the collaboration with similar initiatives to foster the
adoption at European level. This far, the BDVA / DAIRO i-Space label has been given for 18 different hubs in
13 European countries (https://www.bdva.eu/node/1172).

1.2 EUHUBS4DATA PROJECT AND CALL FOR DIHS
EUHubs4Data (https://euhubs4data.eu/) aims at establishing a European federation of data driven
innovation hubs, and to contribute to the establishment of European Data Spaces by fostering cross-border
data sharing, and data driven collaboration and experimentation. The project was conceived as part of the
strategy of the BDVA i-Spaces group, and the consortium includes as starting point of the federation the 10
i-Spaces that were part of the group in 2018.
Digital Innovation Hubs in EUHubs4Data are expected, among other aspects, to integrate their data services
and datasets in the federated catalogue, making them eligible to be selected in the experiments selected
through the last two open calls (check https://euhubs4data.eu/1st-open-call/ to know more about the first
open call for experiments), and to support the selected experiments where their services are included.
The project plans to increase the number of DIHs involved, incorporating relevant data driven DIHS that could
contribute to increase the impact of the federation and its activities, and to support technically and financially
(through cascade funding) the new DIHs on the activities mentioned above. To do so, the project will launch
at least one “Open call for DIHs”, that will rely on the i-Spaces labelling process 2021 to evaluate the quality
and relevance of the applicants.

1.3 CALL APPROACH
This open call has a two-fold objective:
• To identify, recognize and label i-Spaces of BDVA in 2021. This process will be based on a questionnaire
to collect all the relevant information needed to assess whether the applicants meet the requirements of
BDVA to be an i-Space.
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• To select the new DIHs that will participate in the project EUHubs4Data. Those new DIHs will be selected
among the candidates that meet the i-Spaces criteria, selecting those with the highest rank that most
contribute to the KPIs of the project.

1.4 VALUE PROPOSITION FOR BDVA / DAIRO I-SPACES AND NEW DIHS OF
EUHUBS4DATA
This open call offers Digital Innovation Hubs in Europe a unique opportunity to be part of an emerging
community and a thriving ecosystem. BDVA / DAIRO i-Spaces label is a well recognized brand at European
level, offers a quality reference and provides visibility to national initiatives on Big Data and Artificial
Intelligence. Besides EUHubs4Data project aims at establishing as the main European reference for data
driven innovation and experimentation, and to bring together relevant actors that contribute to the creation
of European common Data Spaces. More specifically, being selected among EUHubs4Data DIHs will offer you
the possibility to:
• Access to knowledge, data sharing techniques and implementation practices and experience.
• Connection and collaboration with other relevant initiatives.
• Be part of a complete ecosystem not only including offer side (DIHs), but also other relevant initiatives at
European level.
• Be part of the future European federation of data driven DIHs.
• Increasing and improvement of your service offering.
• Added value to your local ecosystems of SME, granted them access to a complete portfolio of services,
data and training programme.
• Visibility at European level.
• Participation on events and other activities.
• Financial support.
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2 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCESS
2.1 BDVA / DAIRO I-SPACES CALL FOR LABELS 2021
2.1.1 Beneficiaries and eligibility
Any data driven initiative in Europe is eligible to be recognized as a BDVA i-Space 2021 (no need to be member
of BDVA). The initiatives should be based on the following countries:
•

The Member States (MS) of the European Union (EU), including their outermost regions.

•

The Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT) linked to the Member States. Entities from OCTs are
eligible for funding under the same conditions as entities from the Member States to which the OCT
in question is linked.

•

H2020 Associated countries: according to the updated list published by the EC1.

•

The UK applicants are eligible under the conditions set by the EC for H2020 participation at the time
of the deadline of the call.

BDVA / DAIRO label is valid for two years. Initiatives recognized as i-Spaces in 2019 must apply in order to
keep their label. Initiatives recognized as i-Spaces in 2020 are invited to apply in order to upgrade their label.

2.1.2 Application, evaluation and labelling criteria
To apply by filling out the corresponding sections (Sections A - F) in the editable PDF questionnaire
downloadable from https://euhubs4data.eu/opencalls-dih-docs-1/EUH4D_DIHs_questionnaire.pdf
Besides section A (devoted to collect general information from the candidate), the questionnaire for i-Spaces
labelling includes the following sections that will be evaluated separately:
B. Infrastructures and technologies.
C. Services.
D. Projects and applications.
E. Impact to ecosystem.
F. Business strategy and sustainability.

1

“H2020 associated countries,” [Online]. Available:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-listac_en.pdf.
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Each section will be giving a score between 1 and 5, according to the following criteria:

Figure 1. Evaluation criteria of BDVA i-Spaces

Decimal scores (beyond halves) may be given.
Evaluation panel will be composed of external experts together with relevant partners in the consortium
(avoiding potential conflict of interest). Every proposal will be assessed by at least 2 different evaluators with
no conflict of interest.
The applicants will be granted a label (gold, silver or bronze), according to the following criteria:
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Figure 2. Labelling criteria BDVA i-Spaces

•

The final results will be submitted to the BDVA BoD for approval as BDVA official i-Spaces 2021.

•

The i-Space label applicant is responsible to ensure all information supplied to BDVA gives a realistic
representation of verifiable status of the i-Space.

•

The applicant might be requested some additional information/evidence during the evaluation
process. If the applicant does not provide the requested evidence or the information provided
reveals substantial discrepancies to the reported status, any running procedure may be stopped and
prior granted labels may be revoked, at any time on the sole authority of the evaluation panel and
after agreement with the BDVA Secretary General.

2.2 EUHUBS4DATA CALL FOR DIHS
2.2.1 Beneficiaries and eligibility
Any initiative in Europe is eligible to be included as new DIH of EUHubs4Data project, given that it is:
•

Coordinator of a Digital Innovation Hub included in the European Commission catalogue
(https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/digital-innovation-hubs-tool) and with technical competences
in “data mining, big data and database management”.
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•

Based on a region (following NUTS-2 Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics classification2)
not currently covered by the DIHs of federation (initial DIHs partners of the project, see list of covered
regions in Annex 13).

2.2.2 Application, evaluation, criteria and selection
To apply by filling out all section (A - G) in the editable PDF questionnaire downloadable from
https://euhubs4data.eu/opencalls-dih-docs-1/EUH4D_DIHs_questionnaire.pdf
As a preliminary condition to be selected for funding, applicants will have to meet the criteria to be
recognized as BDVA i-Space (considering the information included in sections A - F in the questionnaire, and
according to what is described in section 2.1.2 (labelling criteria).
Section G in the questionnaire addresses specific aspects related to EUHubs4Data project:
•

Is your organization already a BDVA i-Space?

•

Region (NUTS-2 classification) and country.

•

Confirmation that, in the case of selection for funding, the applicant is interested in becoming third
party in EUHubs4Data and receive technical and financial support subject to the conditions of the
agreement.

•

Confirmation that, in the case recognized as a BDVA i-Space but not selected for funding, the
applicant is interested (without any type of contractual link) on participating in some of the activities
of the project with no associated budget (participation in meetings, events, community building
activities, etc …).

For the selection of new DIHs in EUHubs4Data project, a ranked list will be elaborated with the BDVA iSpaces recognized in 2021 and according to the received score in this process (see section 2.1.2).
The 18 first i-Spaces in the list will be selected as long as: (i) they cover regions (NUTS-2 region) not
covered by the federation now (see Annex 1), and (ii) confirm their willingness to be part of the funding.
Otherwise, the next i-Space in the list will be selected (up to 18).
If among the previously selected DIHs, there are more than one established in the same region, only the
higher-ranking one will be selected.
If there are finally fewer than 18 i-Spaces that meet the criteria, those positions will be filled with an
additional call for DIHs in 2022.
In the case of a draw in the final scoring, the following criteria will be used in the order of priority:
•

The candidate is located in a country not covered by the federation.

•

The candidate was recognized as a BDVA i-Space in previous years.

2.2.3 Timeline of open call and involvement in EUHubs4data activities
The open call for DIHs is launched on April 12th, and will remain open until June 15th (17:00 CET). It has been
planned 1 month for evaluation of proposals, so beneficiaries (and rest of applicants) will be informed about

2

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/nuts-maps
In the case that there is not enough number of i-Spaces coming from different regions to cover the 18 positions,
EUHubs4Data consortium reserves the right to select i-Spaces from a region already covered by the federation.

3
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the results during the last 15 days of July. The sub-grant agreements are expected to be ready and signed
during September 2021.
From the 18 new DIHs selected, the 9 DIHs with the highest rank will be already involved in the activities of
EUHubs4Data project from 2021. They will start working on the project from September 2021, to carry out
the needed activities to integrate their services in the federated catalogue of the project, and to have them
ready for the experiments selected during the 2nd open call for experiments, planned for December 2021
(check section 2.2.4 to know more about the expected activities). They will have to support the SMEs involved
in the experiments selected that include their services. Those experiments are planned to be implemented
from May 2022 until January 2023.

Figure 3. 1st timeline for new DIHs starting in 2021

All the 18 new DIHs selected will work on the activities of the project from 2022, to carry out the needed
activities to integrate their services in the federated catalogue of the project, and to have them ready for the
3rd open call for experiments planned for September 2022. They will have to support the SMEs involved in
the experiments selected that include their services. Those experiments are planned to be implemented from
February 2023 until October 2023.

Figure 4. 2nd timeline for all new DIHs

2.2.4 Use of the financial contribution and expected work
Each beneficiary commits to a proper use of the funding received to carry out the tasks part of the agreement,
and according to the calendar proposed in Section 2.2.3. More specifically, new DIHs are expected:
1. To integrate their data driven services (at least 3 services) in the catalogue of the federation
(https://euhubs4data.eu/services/), with the level of integration and interoperability defined at each
stage of the project. Being the final objective of the project to provide interoperability following the
guidelines of the IDS Reference Architecture Model, they will count with the corresponding support
of other partners from EUHubs4Data consortium, specially other DIHs, IDSA (with respect to their
reference model), and TNO (supporting the implementation of IDS connectors). They will have access
EUH4D - Guidelines Open Call for DIHs / BDVA call for i-Spaces
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to the required materials and knowledge in each case for this integration, and will be invited to the
corresponding internal technical meetings of the project.
2. To have their services ready and integrated for the corresponding “open call for experiments” (see
section 2.2.3 for a detailed timeline), and eligible to be included as part of the experiments proposed
by the applicants to these open calls.
3. To disseminate properly the project and its activities, and more specifically the open call for
experiments in their respective ecosystems, promoting among the SMEs, and supporting them in the
application process.
4. To support the participants in the selected experiments that make use of their services. For this task,
they will count with the support of other partners, specially the DIHs involved on those experiments.
They will participate in the regular meetings to monitor the progress of the experiments.
For tasks 1, 2 and 3, DIHs are expected to devote at least 5 PMs4 (those starting in 2021) or 2.5 PMs (those
starting in 2022). For task 4, it will depend on the type of the experiment and the services involved (see next
section for distribution of funding to support experiments).

2.2.5 Budget and funding principle
There is a total of 1.080.000 Euros budget allocated to new DIHs in the project:
Fixed budget (300K Euros), allocated to support activities 1-3 described in section 2.2.4. This budget is:
•

22.2K Euros for each DIH incorporated in 2021.

•

11.1K Euros for each DIH incorporated in 2022.

This fixed budget will be distributed as follows:
•

Pre-financing: 50% just before starting the activities (Oct 2021 / April 2022).

•

Interim payment: up to 80%, previous justification of efforts and according to the PM rate of the DIH
(Oct 2022, Feb 2023).

•

Final payment: up to 100%, previous justification of efforts and according to the PM rate of the DIH
(Oct 2023).

Variable budget (780K Euros), allocated to support activity 4 described in section 2.2.4, and that for each
DIH will depend on how many experiments each DIHs is involved in the last two open calls for experiments
of the project.
•

For the second open call of experiments (315K Euros)

•

For the third open call of experiments (465K Euros)

Each experiment will have to involve at least 2 DIHs, and the maximum budget per experiment for all involved
DIHs will be 70K Euros. The final distribution of efforts per experiment and individual DIH will be done
according to the description of the experiment, the included services from each DIH, and the rest of involved
DIHs. Although the final involvement will be based on competition with other experiments and DIHs, some
measures will be taken to keep the balance of participation of new DIHs in experiments.
This variable budget will be distributed at months M05 (50%) and M09 (50%) of the experiment where the
4

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-detail.cfm?item_id=643967
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DIH is involved, according to the previously valued and reported involvement.

2.2.6 Justification and reporting
The distribution of funding will be done according to the calendar presented in the previous section, and
subject to the presentation to the coordinator of the corresponding financial report that justify the
involvement of the DIHs in the previously presented activities.
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3 CALL CONDITIONS AND GENERAL PROCEDURE
3.1 SUBMISSION PROCESS
To apply to the call, next steps will be followed:
1. Read carefully the document with the guidelines.
2. Download
the
editable
PDF
1/EUH4D_DIHs_questionnaire.pdf

from:

https://euhubs4data.eu/opencalls-dih-docs-

3. Fill out the corresponding sections (A-F if you are applying just for the BDVA i-Space label, all sections
if you are also applying to EUH4D call for DIHs).
4. The application will consist just of the questionnaire completed with information about your
initiative.
5. Send your application to the e-mail address: opencall-dih@euhubs4data.eu
6. You will receive a confirmation that the application has been received successfully.
You can resubmit your application by this procedure as many times as you want before the deadline. Only
the last successfully received application will be considered for evaluation.
In order to avoid problems editing the PDF questionnaire, we recommend that you have the latest version of
Adobe Acrobat.
If you have any question, you can contact us at: opencall-dih@euhubs4data.eu. Please note that requests or
inquiries about the submission or the call itself, received AFTER the closure time of the call will neither be
considered nor answered.

3.2 LANGUAGE
English is the official language for EUHubs4Data open calls. Submissions done in any other language will not
be evaluated. English is also the only official language during the project and related activities.

3.3 DOCUMENTATION FORMATS
Any document requested in any of the phases (submission, evaluation, execution and justification) must be
submitted electronically in PDF format without restrictions for printing.

3.4 ORIGIN OF THE FUNDS
Selected beneficiaries for funding will sign a dedicated Sub-Grant Agreement with the EUHubs4Data project
coordinator. The funds attached to the Sub-Grant Agreement come directly from the funds of the European
Project EUHubs4Data, and the EUHubs4Data coordinator is managing the funds according to the Grant
Agreement Number 951771 signed with the European Commission.
As it will be specified in the Sub-Grant Agreement, this relation between the beneficiaries and the European
Commission through EUHubs4Data project carries a set of obligations to the sub-grantees with the European
Commission and the coordinator. It is the task of the beneficiaries to accomplish them, and of the
EUHubs4Data consortium partners to inform about them.
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3.5 NUMBER OF OPEN POSITIONS
•

There is no limit to the number of BDVA recognized i-Spaces in any of the categories (gold, silver,
bronze)

•

There are a total of 18 open positions for new DIHs to receive support from EUHubs4Data project (if
those positions are not covered, a new open call for DIHs will be organized by the project in 2022).

3.6 PROPOSAL RECEPTION
As mentioned in previous sections, the submission of the application will be done by e-mail (by sending it to
opencall-dih@euhubs4data.eu), before the deadline.
The application reception will close at 17:00 CET on 15th April 2021. There will not be deadline extensions
unless a major problem makes the system unavailable.
Applicants can resubmit their applications as many times as they wish before the deadline. Only the last
successfully received application will be considered for evaluation.

3.7 APPEAL PROCEDURE
If the applicant considers that there has been a shortcoming in the way the application has been evaluated
that may affect the final decision on whether to fund it or not; and that her/his interests have been prejudiced
as a result, the following appeal procedure is available.
If there is clear evidence of a shortcoming that could affect the eventual funding decision, it is possible that
all or part of the application will be re-evaluated.
A complaint should be drawn up in English and submitted by email to opencall-dih@euhubs4data.eu. Any
complaint made should include: (i) contact details, (ii) the subject of the complaint, and (iii) information and
evidence regarding the alleged breach. Anonymous complaints or those not providing the mentioned
information will not be considered.
Complaints should be made within five (calendar) days since the evaluation results are sent to applicants.
As a general rule, the EUHubs4Data team will investigate the complaints with a view to arriving at a decision
to issue a formal notice or to close the case within no more than twenty days from the date of reception of
the complaint, provided that all required information has been submitted by the complainant. Where this
time limit is exceeded, the EUHubs4Data Team will inform the complainant by email. If a definitive response
cannot be given at that stage, this reply will indicate when a definitive response will be provided. The
EUHubs4Data consortium does not undertake to engage in any further discussion about the evaluation of
your proposal beyond the definitive response.
Finally, the consortium counts on your cooperation not to send in speculative requests for re-evaluation.
Unless there is clear evidence of a shortcoming, there will be no follow-up or re-evaluation.

3.8 PREPARATION AND SIGNATURE OF THE AGREEMENT
The following actions must be carried out in order to enter into the Sub-Grant Agreement:
•

Bank account information: A form signed by the beneficiary and the bank owners will be needed to
indicate the account where the funds will be transferred. The holder of the account will be the
beneficiary.
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•

Sub-Grant Agreement: Signed between the coordinator of EUHubs4Data and the beneficiary.

•

Declaration of Honour: A tick box clicked by the applicant confirming they have read the conditions
of the open call, and agree with the conditions defined in these guidelines.

The request, by EUHubs4Data consortium, of the documentation will be made including deadlines. Failing to
meet the deadlines requested will directly end up the negotiation process and DIHs under the reserve list will
substitute the failing applicants.
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4 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
4.1 BACKGROUND
The beneficiary will be required to grant in favour of any partner of EUHubs4Data project or any other third
party in the project Access Rights on a royalty-free basis to its Background (this is, any data, know-how or
information, including any rights such as IPR that it holds before entering the Subgrant Agreement and which
is needed to implement the tasks described in section 2.2.4, including experiments, or exploit the results) for
the purpose of implementing the EUHubs4Data project, without prejudice of the limits they might be subject
to.
During a 12-month period since the end of the project, the beneficiary will also be required to grant Access
Rights to its Background to any partner of EUHubs4Data project or any other third party in the project for
the purpose of exploiting their respective own results in fair and reasonable conditions and upon prior
written agreement.

4.2 RESULTS
Results, this is, any output of the project such as data, knowledge or information as well as any rights attached
to such, are owned by the party to who generates them.
Access Rights to results must be granted on a royalty-free basis to any partner of EUHubs4Data project or
any other third party in the project, for the purpose of implementing the project and for internal noncommercial research activities.
Beneficiaries also must grant Access Rights to its results to any partner of EUHubs4Data project or any other
third party in the project for the purpose of exploiting their respective own Results in fair and reasonable
conditions and upon prior written agreement.
Joint ownership, transfer and dissemination of results will be governed by the provisions established in the
Consortium Agreement (signed among EUHubs4Data partners) and the Grant Agreement (signed by partners
and the European Commission).
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5 CONFIDENTIALITY
Besides subscribing the confidentiality obligations contained in the Subgrant Agreement that will be signed
between the beneficiary and the coordinator, if required to do so, selected beneficiaries for funding will sign
the corresponding NDA agreements with any partner of EUHubs4Data project or any other third party in the
project, to guarantee the confidentiality of all activities and accessed information in EUHubs4Data project.

6 PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION
In general, the beneficiary will refrain from sharing personal data within the EUHubs4Data project.
Exceptionally, if sharing this kind of data were to be essential por the implementation of the project, the
beneficiary commits to do it in compliance with the GDPR and any other applicable personal data protection
regulations and to sign the corresponding data processing agreements.

7 SUB-GRANT AGREEMENT
Beneficiaries of the open call for DIHs will have to sign a Subgrant Agreement and undertake the obligations
established therein. Many of the conditions of the Subgrant Agreement replicate those contained in the
Grant Agreement (signed between the consortium and the EC) and in the Consortium Agreement (signed
among partners) of the EUHubs4Data project.
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ANNEX 1. LIST OF NUTS-2 REGIONS COVERED BY THE
FEDERATION WITH INITIAL DIHS PARTNERS
According to https://euhubs4data.eu/members/
and based on https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/nuts-maps

Table 1. List of European regions (NUTS-2) covered by the federation

DIH

City

Country

NUTS 2 region

Code

1

4PDIH

Ljubljana

Slovenia

Western Slovenia

SI04

2

Aragón DIH

Zaragoza

Spain

Aragón

ES24

3

Big Data CoE Eurecat

Barcelona

Spain

Catalonia

ES51

4

CeADAR

Dublin

Ireland

Eastern and Midland

IE06

5

CINECA

Casalecchio
di Reno

Italy

Emilia-Romagna

ITH5

6

EGI

Amsterdam

Netherlands

North Holland

NL32

7

HPC4Poland

Poznan

Poland

Wielkopolskie

PL41

8

RISE

Luleå

Sweden

Upper Norrland

SE08

9

Know Center

Graz

Austria

Styria

AT22

10 Smart Data Innovation Karlsruhe
Lab

Germany

Karlsruhe

DE12

11 Teralab

Paris

France

Île de France

FR10

12 The Data Cycle Hub

Valencia

Spain

Valencian Community

ES52
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